
BUCHANAN COMMUNITY SCHOOLS, BERRIEN COUNTY, MICHIGAN 
  

JULY 21, 2025              REGULAR MEETING                BUCHANAN MIDDLE SCHOOL  
 

CALL TO ORDER PRESIDENT: Mrs. Berry opened the meeting at 6:00pm 
  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Mrs. Berry led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

ROLL CALL PRESENT:   C. Carlson, J. Brackett, J. Brown, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, H. Burnett and  
K. Berry 

ABSENT:   None 
 

 OTHERS PRESENT: Superintendent Robinson, Michelle Munyon, Phillip Place, 
Carrie Brunsting, Mark Kurland, Matthew Orsillo 
 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 

MOTION by C. Carlson, SECONDED BY Member H. Burnett, the agenda for the 
regular board meeting of July 21, 2025 be adopted as written. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, J. Brown, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, H. Burnett 

and K. Berry 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 
 

Mrs. Berry & Mrs. Robinson welcomed all.  
 

POINTS OF PRIDE Security window coverings installed 
 
Athletic Fencing Project 
 

PRESENTATIONS Mark Kurland – Goal Reporting 
 

INFORMATION, REPORTS 
& NEW BUSINESS 

Curriculum & Programming Committee – July 1 Meeting 
 
Human Resources Committee – July 16 Meeting 
 
Strategic Plan Update 
 
Fencing Project Update 
 
A/C Project Update 
 
Berrien/Cass/Van Buren School Board Association Update 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

None. 

ADOPTION OF CONSENT 
AGENDA 

MOTION by J. Brackett, SECONDED H. Burnett, the Buchanan Board of Education 
approves the consent agenda for the regular meeting of July 21, 2025 be adopted 
as written:  
1. Minutes:   

● 6-16-2025 Regular Meeting 
 
2. Warrants: 

● Treasury, Expenditure Reports & Dashboard – June 2025 
 

3.  Employment Contracts for 2025-26 School Year: 
● Michelle Munyon, Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent & BOE 
● Tami Wreggelsworth, Payroll & Accounts Payable Clerk 



● Rebecca Kaltenbach, Food Service Supervisor 
● Nate Will, Transportation Supervisor 
● Jennifer Templeton, Administrative Assistant to Transportation 
● Violet Greenfield, Custodian Coordinator 
● Michael Cornelius, Maintenance 
● David Short, Maintenance 
● Stephen Schaefer, Bus Mechanic  
● Ethan Cauffman, Custodian 
● Robert Cauffman, Custodian 
● Dave Griswold, Custodian 
● Judith Harman-Conrad, Custodian 
● Jessica Hendrian, Custodian 
● Patricia Hosmer, Custodian Substitute 
● Bryant House, Custodian 
● Jared Huttenstine, Outdoor Education Coordinator & Custodian Substitute 
● Felicia Mack, Custodian 
● Dawn Spielman, Custodian 
● Sandra Summers, Custodian 
● Joy Tignor, Custodian 
● LV Tignor, Custodian 
● Vincent Tincher, Custodian 
● Michelle Trail, Custodian 
● Sophia Williams, Custodian 
● Joyce Zielke, Custodian 

 
4.  2024-25 Extra Curricular Contract for Dawn VanDyke 

 
5.  Recommendations to Hire as submitted for:  
 

Recommended Employee Position 
Lindsey Saal 2nd Grade Teacher 
Dawn Huff Buchanan High School Assistant Principal & CTE Director 
Hillary Casey Media Assistant, Moccasin 

 
6.  Coaching Recommendations to Hire for 2025-26 submitted for: 
 

Recommended 
Employee 

Position Class Step 

Lillian Holmer 7th Grade Volleyball Coach 7 1 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, J. Brown, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, H. Burnett 

and K. Berry 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

BUCHANAN VIRTUAL 
ACADEMY GRADUATION 
CERTIFICATION 

MOTION by H. Burnett, SECONDED J. Brackett, upon satisfactory completion of 
district requirements for high school graduation, the Board of Education hereby 
approves: 
    Buchanan Virtual Academy Students: 

• Sarah Cruz 
• Lilian Jerelos-West 

 
    Buchanan Step Up Student 

• Bella Backus 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, J. Brown, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, H. Burnett 

and K. Berry 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

BVA COURSE OFFERINGS 
2025-2026 

MOTION by H. Burnett, SECONDED J. Brown, the Buchanan Community Schools 
Board of Education approves the courses for the 2025-2026 school year to be 



offered through Buchanan Virtual Academy as submitted. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, J. Brown, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, H. Burnett 

and K. Berry 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

BHS BAND CLASS 
SUBSTITUTION FOR 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
CREDIT 

MOTION by H. Burnett, SECONDED K. Laesch, the Buchanan Board of Education 
approves the recommendation for high school students who successfully complete 
two consecutive years of band may substitute this experience for .5 high school 
physical education credit. This substitution recognizes the physical and time 
commitment required for band participation and supports student engagement in 
the arts. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, J. Brown, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, H. Burnett 

and K. Berry 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

BEA 2025-2026 & 2026-
2027 SALARY “A” 
SCHEDULES 

MOTION by J. Brackett, SECONDED K. Laesch, the Buchanan Board of Education 
approves the Buchanan Education Association’s Salary Schedule “A” for the 2025-
2026 and 2026-2027 school years. 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  J. Brackett, J. Brown, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, and H. Burnett 
 
NAYS:  None          
ABSTAINED: C. Carlson and K. Berry (immediate family employed by the district) 
MOTION ADOPTED 
 

2024-25 ADMINISTRATOR 
CELL PHONE 
REIMBURSEMENT 

MOTION by K. Laesch, SECONDED C. Carlson, the Buchanan Board of Education 
approves district leaders who are required to have a personal wireless 
communication device as a condition of their employment shall receive an annual 



stipend to reimburse them for the costs associated with maintaining and using the 
device for business purposes equivalent to: 

• Leadership - $35 per month (for each month employed) 
• Superintendent - $50 per month (for each month employed) 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, J. Brown, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, H. Burnett 

and K. Berry 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

2025-2026 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
CONTRACTS 

MOTION by H. Burnett, SECONDED K. Laesch, the Buchanan Board of Education 
approves the annual district administrative contracts for the 2025-2026 school 
year from July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026 for: 

• Brian Pruett, Buchanan High School Principal 
• Carrie Brunsting, Business Office Specialist 
• Callie Campbell, Director of Special Education 
• Dawn Huff, Buchanan High School Assistant Principal & CTE Director 
• Michael Babcock, Moccasin Elementary Principal 
• Mark Kurland, Director of Operations & Instructional Systems Coordinator 
• Reid McBeth, BVA & Athletic Coordinator 
• Shelby Beasley, Buchanan Middle School Principal 
• Stacey Denison, Ottawa Elementary Principal 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, J. Brown, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, H. Burnett 

and K. Berry 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

2026 PUERTO RICO 
PROPOSAL FOR 
OVERNIGHT STUDENT TRIP 

MOTION by C. Carlson, SECONDED J. Brackett, the Buchanan Board of Education 
approves the Spanish Trip to Puerto Rico from June 20, 2026 returning June 24, 
2026 in accordance with Board Policy #5506, under the supervision of Spanish 
Teacher Eric Munyon. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, J. Brown, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, H. Burnett 

and K. Berry 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

CLOSED SESSION – 
SUPERINTENDENT MID-
YEAR EVALUATION 
REVIEW & OPINION OF 
ATTORNEY-CLIENT 
PRIVILEGE 

MOTION by C. Carlson, SECONDED H. Burnett, the Buchanan Board of Education 
moves into closed session per section 8(A) of the Open Meetings Act, to conduct a 
mid-year evaluation review of the Superintendent and section 8(H) to discuss an 
attorney-client privilege written opinion from legal counsel.     Time: 6:35pm 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, J. Brown, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, H. Burnett 

and K. Berry 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION MOTION by C. Carlson, SECONDED H. Burnett, the Buchanan Board of Education 
resolves to return to open session.     Time: 8:22pm 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, J. Brown, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, H. Burnett 

and K. Berry 
 



NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

SUPERINTENDENT SALARY 
AMENDMENT 

MOTION by K. Laesch, SECONDED H. Burnett, the Buchanan Board of Education 
approves the salary amendment agreement for Superintendent Robinson.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, J. Brown, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, H. Burnett 

and K. Berry 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

CUSTODIAL & 
MAINTENANCE EMPLOYEE 
HANDBOOK UPDATE 

MOTION by H. Burnett, SECONDED K. Laesch, the Buchanan Board of Education 
approves the updated Operations Custodial and Maintenance Employee 
Handbook.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, J. Brown, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, H. Burnett 

and K. Berry 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

BERRIEN COUNTY 
INSURANCE CONSORTIUM 
AGREEMENT & LOA 
INSURANCE CONSORTIUM 

MOTION by H. Burnett, SECONDED J. Brackett, the Buchanan Board of Education 
approves the Berrien County Health Plan Consortium Agreement and the 
Buchanan Community Schools Letter of Agreement for participation in the 
Insurance Consortium. 

 



 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, J. Brown, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, H. Burnett 

and K. Berry 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

APPOINTMENT TO 
BUCHANAN DISTRICT 
LIBRARBY BOARD 

MOTION by C. Carlson, SECONDED K. Berry, the Buchanan Board of Education 
appoints Nathanael Lyon as a Buchanan Library Board representative to serve on 
the Buchanan District Library Board of Trustees. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  C. Carlson, J. Brackett, J. Brown, K. Laesch, S. Carlin, H. Burnett 

and K. Berry 
 
NAYS:  None     MOTION ADOPTED 
 

QUESTIONS & COMMENTS 
FROM BOARD MEMBERS 

Board members spoke. 
 
 



NEXT BOARD MEETING August 11, 2025 at 6pm 
 

ADJOURNMENT 8:28 pm 
 
 

_____________________________________ 
Mrs. Kelly Laesch, Secretary, Board of Education 

                                                                                                   (Minutes adopted at the 8/11/2025 meeting) 


