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DECEMBER 2020 COMMITTED TO CARING, STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE!

PR I N C I PA L'S PA G E
H appy D ecember! W hat  a year 20 20  has been, but  we are near the f inish l ine.  
D ecember brings cooler temperatures, less daylight , and the promise of a new year around the 
corner.  A s much as we?d al l  l ike to feel that  we are organized and well-prepared for the upcoming 
weeks, each family deals with the st ress of the holidays in different  ways. This wil l  definitely be 
amplif ied this year with C O V ID -19 cont inuing to impact  our area.  O ftent imes, chi ldren fal l  
vict im to later bedt imes, hect ic t rips to the store for that  last  i tem, and somet imes experience 
first -hand the f inancial st ress that  plagues many famil ies during this t ime of the year. Please take 
t ime to celebrate the special moments and family t radit ions this season wil l  bring. A s the principal, 
I?m obligated to say - do not  forget  to check in on their academics as well!  M any students have 
missing assignments from remote learning.  They should be able to access al l  of those in Google 
C lassroom. 

Each student  should also be working on some kind of independent  reading.  C ar rides are the 
perfect  opportunity to ask your student  about  what  they are reading in school.  H ere are a few 
quest ions you could ask your chi ld about  their independent  reading:

* W hat  book are you reading right  now?

* W hat  has happened in the book so far?

* Tell  me about  the main character. D oes he/ she remind you of anyone we know?

* H ow do you think the book wil l  end?

* W hy do you think this book wil l  end?

Every chi ld benefits from reading pract ice.  N o mat ter what  subject  in school, col lege course, t rades 
program, or career students wil l  face in their l i fe, they wil l  come across something that  requires 
them to read.  

        The end of 20 20  is near and I feel l ike many of us wil l  be happy to see it  go.  It  is common 
pract ice to look back and reflect  on the last  12 months.  20 20  was sure a rol ler coaster, but  we al l  
stuck i t  out  together and made the best  of each opportunity.  Through the ups and downs, the love 
and support  within the Buchanan M iddle School community remained steady. There wil l  never be 
enough words to thank you al l  for your support , your partnerships, and your pat ience.  I look 
forward to the cont inued student  growth and achievement  we wil l  f ind as we enter 20 21!

H appy H olidays, H appy N ew Year, and Go Bucks!



DECEMBER, 2020 WHAT'S THE WORD?  JR HERD!

6 T H  G RA D E ELA

Students in M s. K luge's 6th grade ELA  are complet ing and present ing their f irst  book 

projects. There are mult iple opt ions for complet ion using simple materials from home 

or ful ly digital formats. She is so excited to see their creat ivit y shine! She would l ike to 

also remind students and parents that  reading is encouraged and expected at  home. 

Students have recent ly begun to use Epic, which is an online l ibrary ful l  of a variety of 

books and audiobooks they can access anyt ime before 4 P.M . at  home. This is an 

excellent  opt ion i f they are done with their borrowed book or need to f i l l  some t ime. A  

few students have been reading l ike crazy on Epic and she is so proud of them!

M ake sure that  your Buck is ready to present  the week of D ec. 7th!

Thank you to al l  our parents who have teamed up with al l  of us at  BM S in t rying to 

make this t ime of on-l ine learning successful for our students! It  definitely takes a 

vi l lage to raise a chi ld!

W e understand that  this t ime period has caused many to st ruggle with anxiety and 

depression.  W e have l isted many counseling resources on our home page if you would 

f ind your family at  need for mental health support . Feel free to reach out  to Kathy 

M cLaughlin, school counselor, for any other resources.

C O U N SELO R 'S C O R N ER

W hat  bet ter way to start  the holidays than with an U gly Sweater D ay!  Join us on 

Fest ive Fun Fridays by wearing your best  U gly Sweater!  W hether you celebrate 

C hristmas, Kwanzaa, H anukkah, or no holiday at  al l , wear your best  ugly sweater each 

Friday of D ecember.  

You are not  required to part icipate.  These are just  two fun Fridays to lead into 

W inter Break.  Join us on D ec., Friday 11th and 18th with the best  of your worst !

U G LY  SW EA T ER  D A Y S



MY HOPE FOR THE HOLI DAY SEASON AND NEW YEAR...

H O LI D A Y  H O PES

"W e wil l  al l  cont inue to work together 
and learn together posit ively as we 

overcome any obstacles that  we 
encounter."  -M s. Lyon

"Everyone cherishes t ime with loved 
ones and t ries to focus on what  we have 

to be thankful for!"  -M rs. Beasley

"That  C hristmas shares the gift  of 
resi l ience with each of our students.  

This t ime has not  only taught  us how 
st rong we can be but  also how flexible.  
M ay each of you reach deep inside to 
f ind you are resi l ient  when t imes are 

tough."  -M rs. M cLaughlin

"W e stay Buck St rong and head into 
20 21 with a posit ive out look.  A lso, 

that  we cont inue to work together, love 
one another and respect  each other."  

-M s. Young

"A ll of our BM S famil ies have a 
relaxing and fun break with lots of t ime 

spent  with loved ones."  -M rs. Lietz

"That  you al l  know we miss and love 
you al l .  Stay safe and we'l l  get  through 

this together."  -M r. Brohman

"That  everyone stays safe and healthy 
while enjoying t ime with the family and 

loved ones."  -M rs. Taylor

"That  people understand that  the world is 
not  always a fair place and that  while 

compassion is great , somet imes we must  
be wil l ing to stand up and take act ion 
when we know something is not  ok."  

-M r. M cBeth

"A s the holiday season grows closer, I 
want  to take this opportunity to remind 

everyone of the simple joys of 
togetherness.  M y hope for al l  of you this 
holiday season is for you to remember to 

always be kind to one another.."  

-M rs. Staggs

"That  the students know what  we miss 
them while doing Remote Learning. 

A nd, I hope that  everyone experiences 
the joy of brightening others' l ives this 

holiday season."  -M rs. Jeffries



MY HOPE FOR THE HOLI DAY SEASON AND NEW YEAR...

H O LI D A Y  H O PES

"That  you choose to see the posit ive 
around you."  -M rs. W hitsel

"A ll  of the Buchanan M iddle School 
family has health and happiness."       

-M s. Prince

"That  we can take a posit ive from this 
diff icult  year.  M ore t ime with family 
and slowing down has been two that  I 
have been able to leave 20 20  with. 
-M rs. Fiero"That  al l  Buchanan famil ies have 

happiness and health this holiday 
season."  -M rs. Raducha

"60  degree sunny days and that  
everyone has a wonderful t ime with 

their famil ies!"  -M rs. C arlsen "Everyone stays safe and healthy so we 
can return to school! I miss seeing al l  

the k ids' smil ing faces!=)"  -M s. Bender. 
"For everyone to enjoy their t ime of 

relaxat ion with their famil ies.  It 's been a 
tough year, and we need to take a 

moment  to just  breathe, relax, and take 
care of ourselves.  M ay 20 21 be bet ter!  
H appy H olidays, BM S!"  -M rs. Luke

"Everyone stays happy &  healthy over 
this upcoming year &  we grow closer in 

appreciat ion for one another."       

-M rs. H ughes



DECEMBER 2O20 BUCHANAN MIDDLE SCHOOL

Always be prepared!

D EC EM BER  SC H ED U LE

Y EA R BO O K  C O V ER  C O N T EST

The deadline has been extended to D ec. 18th.  Students have the abil i t y to create this 
year's yearbook cover.  Please fol low the simple rules:

-U se a blank piece of 8.5 x 11, printer paper

-Images must  be t raced in dark ink or marker

-C olor is great !

-M ust  use the theme, "Buck St rong"

-M ust  have, 'Buchanan M iddle School ' or 'BM S' on the cover

-M ust  have the year, 20 20 -20 20 1, '20 -'21 (however you write i t )

-D O  N O T put  your name on the front . D O  put  your name on the back

W inner wil l  win the coveted cover and a free 20 / 21 Buck St rong Yearbook!
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